
 

Mt. Abraham Middle & High School  
Summer Reading  

 
 

All students at Mt. Abraham Middle and High School should read for at least one hour per week, all 
summer long. Read on your own or join a book club — there are lots of options! Reading year-round 
is a good way to keep your brain sharp!   
 
Here’s the deal:  
 

1. Read one hour per week all summer  
 

2. Show evidence of your reading. Here are some OPTIONS:  
○ have your parent/guardian sign-off on your reading (see reading log on the last page)  
○ read one of the book club options and participate in a book club discussion in the fall.   
○ Write a letter to someone about your reading.  This letter could be to the author, to a 

friend, to a parent, sibling, or to your teacher (see attached letter).  
○ Collect your favorite quotes from the book in a journal 
○ Create an artistic representation of the book 
○ Make a book trailer and post to youtube.com  
○ Design your own way to show your teacher you read!  

 

 

Students enrolled in American Studies and AP English have required summer reading. This reading will 
meet the summer reading requirement. More information and materials will be provided during Step-Up 
Day on June 7th.  

 

 
➔  On the last day of school you may check books out from the school library (book club books 
available sooner). You may also ask any English teacher to sign out books from their classroom 
library. Your town library, a bookstore, or Amazon.com are other great places to find books!  
 
➔ Sign-up for a book club by filling out the google survey in your email. A limited number of copies 
will be available in the library. When they run out, you will need to find your own copy of the book.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
2019 Summer Mt. Abraham Middle & High School  Book Clubs  

 
 

 
The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho with Jess Little  
Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy,  yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His 
quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. 
Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of 
recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most 
importantly, to follow our dreams. 
 
Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve 
Sheinkin with Jocelyn Foran  

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: 
When placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple 
discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and 
the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in 
Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water 
manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden 
away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, 
the deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon. This is the 
story of the atomic bomb. 
 

Orbiting Jupiter by Gary Schmidt with Julie Potter  
 
When Jack meets his new foster brother, he already knows three things about him: 
 

1. Joseph almost killed a teacher. 
2. He was incarcerated at a place called Stone Mountain. 
3. He has a daughter. Her name is Jupiter. And he has never seen her. 

 
What Jack doesn’t know, at first, is how desperate Joseph is to find his baby girl. Or how 
urgently he, Jack, will want to help. But the past can’t be shaken off. Even as new bonds form, 
old wounds reopen. The search for Jupiter demands more from Jack than he can imagine. 
 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers with Nan Guilmette  
 
Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for murder. A Harlem drugstore owner 
was shot and killed in his store, and the word is that Steve served as the lookout. 
 
Guilty or innocent, Steve becomes a pawn in the hands of "the system," cluttered 
with cynical authority figures and unscrupulous inmates, who will turn in anyone 
to shorten their own sentences. For the first time, Steve is forced to think about 
who he is as he faces prison, where he may spend all the tomorrows of his life. 
 
As a way of coping with the horrific events that entangle him, Steve, an amateur 
filmmaker, decides to transcribe his trial into a script, just like in the movies. He 

writes it all down, scene by scene, the story of how his whole life was turned around in an instant. 
But despite his efforts, reality is blurred and his vision obscured until he can no longer tell who he 
is or what is the truth. This compelling novel is Walter Dean Myers's writing at its best. 
 
 
Harbor Me  by Jacqueline Woodson with Jori Jacobeit 
 
It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat—by themselves, with no adults to listen 
in. There, in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), they discover 
it's safe to talk about what's bothering them—everything from Esteban's father's deportation and 



Haley's father's incarceration to Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's adjustment to his changing family 
fortunes. When the six are together, they can express the feelings and fears they have to hide from the rest of the 
world. And together, they can grow braver and more ready for the rest of their lives. 
 
The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein with Debbie Bobilin  
 
Enzo knows he is different from other dogs: a philosopher with a nearly human soul 
(and an obsession with opposable thumbs), he has educated himself by watching 
television extensively, and by listening very closely to the words of his master, Denny 
Swift, an up-and-coming race car driver. 
 
Through Denny, Enzo has gained tremendous insight into the human condition, and 
he sees that life, like racing, isn't simply about going fast. On the eve of his death, Enzo 
takes stock of his life, recalling all that he and his family have been through. 

 
An Abundance of Katherines by John Green with Kelly 
Osborne 
 
When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton's type happens to be girls named Katherine. And 
when it comes to girls named Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be 
exact. 
 
On a road trip miles from home, this anagram-happy, washed-up child prodigy has ten thousand 
dollars in his pocket, a bloodthirsty feral hog on his trail, and an overweight, Judge Judy-loving best 
friend riding shotgun--but no Katherines. Colin is on a mission to prove The Theorem of 
Underlying Katherine Predictability, which he hopes will predict the future of any relationship, 
avenge Dumpees everywhere, and finally win him the girl. 
 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot with Stephanie 
Rossier  
 

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco 
farmer who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her 
knowledge—became one of the most important tools in medicine. The first “immortal” human 
cells grown in culture, they are still alive today, though she has been dead for more than sixty 
years. If you could pile all HeLa cells ever grown onto a scale, they’d weigh more than 50 million 
metric tons—as much as a hundred Empire State Buildings. HeLa cells were vital for developing 
the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to 
important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought 
and sold by the billions. 

Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, buried in an unmarked grave. 

Now Rebecca Skloot takes us on an extraordinary journey, from the “colored” ward of Johns Hopkins Hospital in the 
1950s to stark white laboratories with freezers full of HeLa cells; from Henrietta’s small, dying hometown of Clover, 
Virginia — a land of wooden slave quarters, faith healings, and voodoo — to East Baltimore today, where her children 
and grandchildren live and struggle with the legacy of her cells. 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose with Al Zaccor  
 
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply 
ashamed of his nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother 
and a handful of schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults would not. 
Naming their secret club after the fiery British leader, the young patriots in the Churchill 
Club committed countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who eventually had 
the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: the boys' exploits 
and eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving 
his own narrative with the recollections of Knud himself, here is Phillip Hoose's inspiring 
story of these young war heroes. 



 
Prodigal Summer by Barbara Kingsolver with Noah Hoffman   
 
Prodigal Summer weaves together three stories of human love within a larger tapestry of lives 
inhabiting the forested mountains and struggling small farms of southern Appalachia. 
 
From her outpost in an isolated mountain cabin, Deanna Wolfe, a reclusive wildlife biologist, 
watches a den of coyotes that have recently migrated into the region. She is caught off-guard by a 
young hunter who invades her most private spaces and confounds her self-assured, solitary life. 
On a farm several miles down the mountain, Lusa Maluf Landowski, a bookish city girl turned 
farmer's wife, finds herself unexpectedly marooned in a strange place where she must declare or 
lose her attachment to the land that has become her own. And a few more miles down the road, a 
pair of elderly feuding neighbors tend their respective farms and wrangle about God, pesticides, 
and the possibilities of a future neither of them expected. 

 
Over the course of one humid summer, these characters find their connections to one another and to the flora and 
fauna with whom they share a place. Prodigal Summer demonstrates a balance of narrative, drama and ideas that is 
characteristic of Barbara Kingsolver's finest work. 
 
The Universe Within by Neil Shubin with Samantha Kayhart  
 
From one of our finest and most popular science writers, and the best-selling author of Your 
Inner Fish, comes the answer to a scientific mystery as big as the world itself: How are the 
events that formed our solar system billions of years ago embedded inside each of us? 
  
In Your Inner Fish, Neil Shubin delved into the amazing connections between human 
bodies—our hands, heads, and jaws—and the structures in fish and worms that lived hundreds 
of millions of years ago. In The Universe Within, with his trademark clarity and exuberance, 
Shubin takes an even more expansive approach to the question of why we look the way we do. 
Starting once again with fossils, he turns his gaze skyward, showing us how the entirety of the 
universe’s fourteen-billion-year history can be seen in our bodies. As he moves from our very 
molecular composition (a result of stellar events at the origin of our solar system) through the 
workings of our eyes, Shubin makes clear how the evolution of the cosmos has profoundly 
marked our own bodies. 
 
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds with Patrick Willwerth   

 
A gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. 
See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No 
snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back 
waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, 
seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?  
 
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave 
Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even 
loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could 
have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually 
used his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck’s in the 
elevator? 
 
The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver with Jessica DeBiasio  

 
Clear-eyed and spirited, Taylor Greer grew up poor in rural Kentucky with the goals of avoiding 
pregnancy and getting away. But when she heads west with high hopes and a barely functional 
car, she meets the human condition head-on. By the time Taylor arrives in Tucson, Arizona, she 
has acquired a completely unexpected child, a three-year-old American Indian girl named Turtle, 
and must somehow come to terms with both motherhood and the necessity for putting down 
roots. Hers is a story about love and friendship, abandonment and belonging, and the discovery of 
surprising resources in apparently empty places. 



 
 
There, There by Tommy Orange with Scott Beckwith and Katie Ivory  
 
There There is a relentlessly paced multigenerational story about violence and 
recovery, memory and identity, and the beauty and despair woven into the history of 
a nation and its people. It tells the story of twelve characters, each of whom have 
private reasons for traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow. Jacquie Red Feather is 
newly sober and trying to make it back to the family she left behind in shame. Dene 
Oxendene is pulling his life back together after his uncle’s death and has come to 
work at the powwow to honor his uncle’s memory. Opal Viola Victoria Bear Shield has 
come to watch her nephew Orvil, who has taught himself traditional Indian dance 
through YouTube videos and has come to the powwow to dance in public for the very 
first time. There will be glorious communion, and a spectacle of sacred tradition and 
pageantry. And there will be sacrifice, and heroism, and unspeakable loss. 

 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker with Vicki Bronson  
 
Set in the deep American South between the wars, it is the tale of Celie, a young black girl 
born into poverty and segregation. Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', she has two 
children taken away from her, is separated from her beloved sister Nettie and is trapped into 
an ugly marriage. But then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery, singer and magic-maker - a 
woman who has taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually, Celie discovers the power and joy 
of her own spirit, freeing her from her past and reuniting her with those she loves. 
 
Open Season by CJ Box with Brent Crum  

 
Joe Pickett is the new game warden in Twelve Sleep, Wyoming, a town 
where nearly everyone hunts, and the game warden--especially one like Joe who won't take bribes or 
look the other way--is far from popular. When he finds a local hunting outfitter dead, splayed out on 
the woodpile behind his state-owned home, he takes it personally. There had to be a reason that the 
outfitter, with whom he's had run-ins before, chose his backyard, his woodpile to die in. Even after 
the "outfitter murders," as they have been dubbed by the local press after the discovery of the two 
more bodies, are solved, Joe continues to investigate, uneasy with the easy explanation offered by the 
local police.  
 
As Joe digs deeper into the murders, he soon discovers that the outfitter brought more than death to 
his backdoor: he brought Joe an endangered species, thought to be extinct, which is now living in his 
woodpile. But if word of the existence of this endangered species gets out, it will destroy any chance 
of InterWest, a multi-national natural gas company, building an oil pipeline that would bring the 

company billions of dollars across Wyoming, through the mountains and forests of Twelve Sleep. The closer Joe comes 
to the truth behind the outfitter murders, the endangered species and InterWest, the closer he comes to losing 
everything he holds dear.  
 
 
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan with Pat Mattison  
 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical 
conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with 
anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy 
life...until now. 
 
Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving 

her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. 
This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push 
through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable surrogate family is a 
joy and a revelation to read. 
 
The Giver and Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry with Mary McGuire    



 
The Giver: Twelve-year-old Jonas lives in a seemingly ideal world. Not until he is given his life assignment as the 
Receiver does he begin to understand the dark secrets behind this fragile community. 
 
Gathering Blue:  It is a society ruled by savagery and deceit that shuns and discards the weak. Left 
orphaned and physically flawed, young Kira faces a frightening, uncertain future. Blessed with an 
almost magical talent that keeps her alive, she struggles with ever broadening responsibilities in her 
quest for truth, discovering things that will change her life forever. 
 
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely with Karyn Norwood  
 
Rashad is absent again today.   That’s the sidewalk graffiti that started it all… 
 
Well, no, actually, a lady tripping over Rashad at the store, making him drop a bag of chips, 
was what started it all. Because it didn’t matter what Rashad said next—that it was an 
accident, that he wasn’t stealing—the cop just kept pounding him. Over and over, pummeling 
him into the pavement. So then Rashad, an ROTC kid with mad art skills, was absent 
again…and again…stuck in a hospital room. Why? Because it looked like he was stealing. And 
he was a black kid in baggy clothes. So he must have been stealing.   
 
And that’s how it started. 
 
And that’s what Quinn, a white kid, saw. He saw his best friend’s older brother beating the 
daylights out of a classmate. At first Quinn doesn’t tell a soul…He’s not even sure he 
understands it. And does it matter? The whole thing was caught on camera, anyway. But when the school—and 
nation—start to divide on what happens, blame spreads like wildfire fed by ugly words like “racism” and “police 
brutality.” Quinn realizes he’s got to understand it, because, bystander or not, he’s a part of history. He just has to figure 
out what side of history that will be. 
 
Rashad and Quinn—one black, one white, both American—face the unspeakable truth that racism and prejudice didn’t 
die after the civil rights movement. There’s a future at stake, a future where no one else will have to be absent because 
of police brutality. They just have to risk everything to change the world. 
 
Cuz that’s how it can end. 
 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie with Betsy 
Rippner  
 
Junior, a budding cartoonist, is growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to 
take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an 
all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 
 
Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by 
Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one 
Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live. 
 

 
 
*all summaries from Goodreads.com  
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SAMPLE SUMMER READING LETTER  
 

Candice B. Fureal  
Starksboro, VT  
 
Ms. Colleen Kiley  
Bristol, VT 
 
August 25, 2016  
 
Dear Ms. Kiley, 
 
Over the summer I read a few books, but the one that really stuck in my head (probably because I read it for AP 
Biology) was called Eaarth by Bill McKibben. At first I was really skeptical about this book, because even 
though I got to pick it out for myself, I am not usually big into non-fiction books, but I most definitely enjoyed 
this book. When I got the assignment, I went straight for a book about environmental science. That is my 
biggest interest in school, and since it is a form of biology, it was in the realm of books that we were allowed to 
choose from.  
 
This book was focused around the idea that we as humans have altered our earth so much from the time that we 
inhabited it, that it needs a new name. Eaarth is the example that he comes up with, using the extra “A” to 
symbolize the catastrophes and changes that we have brought upon our planet. McKibben uses his book as a 
method of communication to show people the real-ness of global warming and climate change. Every possible 
counter argument used by global warming skeptics, McKibben supplies scientific evidence showing why it is 
wrong. He is trying to prove to the 53% of Americans that don’t believe that global warming is caused by 
humans, that they should listen to the 97% of scientists that are all in agreement with each other. We are in 
trouble, and he know that.  
 
McKibben uses real science to explain his book, and “dedicates the book to the fact that we are in trouble.” Like 
all authors, he is trying to prove his point, but unlike others, he is proving his point for the good of humanity, 
rather than for the good of himself. By explaining his points in such real and direct way, he hopes that people 
will listen and understand the seriousness of this problem. Also by using personally observed evidence, 
Mckibben shows that any person can see the evidence in their own backyard, not only scientists through large 
scale experiments.  
 
I will admit that this book is not for everyone. Because it is a lot of straight facts and explanations of 
information, I will admit that it can be hard to get through at times. However, I do encourage everyone to read 
it. It explains exactly what we know we have done to our planet, as well as what we need to do now to reverse 
our negative effects. I truly believe that it can make anyone see what we have done, and make everyone want to 
help undo the damage.  

 
Sincerely, 

Candice B. Fureal 


